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BUG HUNT 


The letter bin is overflowing! Thank you, thank 
you—everyone involved with this project appre- 
ciates your response. 1 just wish we had the room 
to print everyone's letters. Unfortunately, we only 
have space for: 


Dear People, 

Translating a story from one medium to another 
can often be a dodgy affair. The Howard the Duck 
movie and the Indiana Jones comic are just two 
examples of how, sometimes, it just doesn't work 
(sorry, George Lucas). 

Thankfully, this does not apply when discussing 
the Aliens comic book. Mark Verheiden has 
actually improved on the basic premise supplied by 
the two films. Thought-provoking and nerve- 
tingling, his vision of Dan О'Ваппоп 5 creations 15 
sheer blinding brilliance. And Aliens 83 was the 
best yet! What was attempted by devious humans 
(in the name of corporate greed) is finally 
achieved—the breeding of а xenomorph (is that the 
correct term?) on Earth! It's ironic, as Hicks and 
Newt are on their way to encounter the aliens in the 
Outer cosmos. 

The episode of the xenomorph's "birth" is 
horrific—that humans would allow such an atrocity 
to happen to a fellow human makes you wonder 
who the real monsters are. 

Mark А. Nelson's art—words fail me! Не has 
brought a new dimension to black and white art. 
The aliens never looked better! 

Well, that said, you people deserve a big pat on 
the back for the ultimate science fiction/terror 
comic—Aliens. 

Keep on keepin’ on, 

Kevin Mathews 
Singapore 


Your point about how difficult it can be to 
translate screen images to the comics page (and vice 
versa) is well-taken, Kevin. The problem, I think— 
at least from the film to comics end of the 
operation, stems from the fact that the people 
working on the comics forget that comics aren't 
film. When we began Aliens, it was decided (by 
Verheiden and Nelson) that the comic would have 
to rely more on the tension and mood of the first 
film rather than the full-tilt action of the sequel. 
Now don't get me wrong, James Cameron's film 
was, in my opinion, a brilliant sequel (and a perfect 
counterpoint) to the first film. But there's no way a 
black and white comic can capture the sound, or 
pacing, or movement that made Aliens (the 
movie) so exciting—and still fit a story into six 
24-page issues. A conscious decision was made to 
utilize, and build the comic story around, devices 
and conventions of the comics medium (such as the 
ability to get "inside a character's thoughts") instead 
of forcing a square peg into a round hole by trying 
to adapt film techniques to comics. So far, to judge 
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from fan response, we've been successful, and I 
believe our future "adaptations" of films (Big, by 
Verheiden, Jack Pollock and John Nyberg; 
Predator, by Verheiden and Chris Warner; and the 
upcoming adaptation of James Cameron's The 
Abyss, by myself and Michael Kaluta) will 
incorporate the same sensibilities that have made 
Aliens (the comic) a success. 


Dear Bug Hunters, 

You guys are really impressing the hell out of 
me! Aliens #3 finally came out, and it was well 
worth the wait. Mark Verheiden's writing is really 
first rate; it keeps you on the edge. And I can't say 
enough about Mark Nelson's fantastic art. Great 
"chestbursting" scenes! 

I'm dying to find out what happened to Ripley, 
so 1 hope you will explore this in the next three 
issues. І also hope you decide to make this an 
unlimited series. Aliens is one of the best books 
on the market and really deserves its success. 

Thanks for the space, and keep up the great work! 

Robert Knuist 
Mountain View, CA 


You think you were impressed with issue 837 
Wait ‘til you see what's coming up, Robert! At any 
rate, you didn't have to wait so long between issues 
this time, did you? 


Dear Dark Horse, 

Congratulations on your Aliens comic! Not 
only were the movies two of the best sci-fi flicks 
I've ever seen, but the comic book adaptation puts 
another jewel in Dark Horse's crown. 

Mark Nelson's artwork is beyond comparison 
with that in any other comic—black and white or 
color. And Mark Verheiden's scripting is equally 
superb. 

All in all, the books are outstanding, and it 
would be a shame to see them end with just six. 

Rob Lardiere 
Union, NJ 


Patience, Rob. Let us get the current storyline 
wrapped-up before you start us worrying about 
creating an open-ended series! 


Dear Aliens of Dark Horse, 

Туе read all of the issues of Aliens that have 
arrived here thus far. The quality of your books 
have been exceptional. In an age where everything 
must be in color, the B&W art of Aliens has been 
most impressive. The story has been excellent as 
well, Keep up the quality. 

However, two things must be mentioned. First, 
the name of the original alien planet from the 
movies was never called "Acheron." It was 
classified as LV426. Second, for some reason, 
which 1 guess is yours alone, no credit has been 


given to the original writers of the Aliens 
movies. 1 hope this will be corrected in the future. 
To many Aliens stories in the future—comics 
and movies. 
Sincerely, 
M.R. Hill 
Fairport, NY 


I hate to have to prove you wrong, M.R— 
especially right here in front of the world and 
everyone—but in the film Aliens it was stated 
quite definitely that the colonists "terraforming” 
LV426 had renamed и "Acheron." Trust me. 20th 
Century Fox wouldn't let me print it if it wasn't 
true. 

As for giving credit where credit is due—excuse 
the oversight. However, І think we'd also have to 
thank the directors, casts, crews and everyone else 
who worked on the two films for providing us with 
such a strong "jumping off” point, and we haven't 
the room to list everyone individually. Rest 
assured, M.R., there can't be too many readers out 
there who are suffering under the mistaken belief 
that Aliens is an original creation of either Dark 
Horse or Verheiden and Nelson. 


Dear Aliens, 

I just bought Aliens 83, and 1 loved it! The feel 
it gives off is unexplainable! Aliens happens to 
be my favorite movie, so 1 couldn't wait to add the 
comic book (1 collect comics) to. my growing 
collection of posters, models and other memorabil- 
іа. When І first saw it last June, І immediately got 
it, and now, 8 months later, 1 cannot find a first 
printing anywhere! The only complaint 1 have 18 
that the issues only come in every four months. 
But it's worth the wait! So pleeeeease make it a 
continuing series! 

Sincerely, 

Jason Skaarvold 
Spokane, WA 


We're getting the four month "май" taken care 
of, Jason. But there you go again with this 
"continuing series” business... 


Dear Mark?, 5 

Тће most successful aspect of the Aliens comic 
so far is that you've managed to transfer that eerie 
feeling of the films onto the printed page. 

No one can be trusted except Hicks and Newt. 

Something's going on that nobody knows about. 

. _ Once again, someone, or several someones, аге 

intent on keeping the deadly aliens alive for their 
own purposes with no regard to the danger (epito- 
mized in #3 by Dr. Ostrow shooting one of his 
own guards in order to save the chestburster's life). 

Someone on board the ship is intent on wiping 
out the crew. 

The religious nut wants everyone to worship the 
creatures, for some wonderfully misplaced ideal. 

And now you throw in the telepathic "message" 
from the aliens Queen! 

The art contributes equally to the atmosphere, and 


I'm sure the monotone adds to that. The pictures are 
stark black and white, and for everyone in the story, 
so are the issues they're fighting for. Also, it's 
easier to convey the darkness of the situation when 
you don't have color getting in the way. The aliens 
themselves are drawn exquisitely. And I was most 
impressed with Likowski's dream sequence, which 1 
had no idea it was until he woke up. But it was a 
chilling look inside the mind and needs of his 
foreign parasite. The "newborn's” immediate predi- 
lection for bloody death reflects the short story that 
was in Dark Horse Presents #24. 

Judging by the letters page, you've picked up a 
lot of new readers who hadn't picked up a Dark 
Horse comic before. 1 hope that's reflected in get- 
ting new readers interested in your other ti 

Until Aliens 4 (the comic, not the mov 
care, 


take 


Malcolm Bourne 
Manchester, England 


Yes, we are beginning to feel the impact of new 
readers trying out some of our other titles (a 
surprising number of people wrote in saying they'd 
picked up DHP +24 for the Aliens cover story, 
but they're continuing to buy it because of the 
other stories inside), but it's always good to hear 
from one of our long-time readers, too. 


Dear Dark Horse, 

The 20th Century Fox motion picture Aliens is 
the best sci-fi movie I have ever seen at this point 
(1 hear they're producing another sequel). The movie 
offers sparkling and realistic effects. I figured I'd 
find the same high-quality in your comic. I guess 
you can say that I did. I have some quest 
though. 

1) Have you considered using scenes from the 
comic on the covers? 

2) Issue #1 stated that Hicks' former comrades 
avoided him due to his disfiguring contact with the 
aliens "blood." Even Ripley? She returned for her 
cat in Alien, didn't she? 

3) Also in issue #1 was an interesting document 
explaining how television has changed since our 
time. Did this really have any relation to the 
storyline? 

4) Issue #2 introduced a man named Likowski. I 
don't find him important—unless he's Newt's father 
(a wild guess)? 

5) Again, in issue #2, I don't recall you 
introducing the new recruit on page 12, panel 3 (on 
Blake's right shoulder). 

6) And now I have to discuss what really aggra- 
vates me: What happened to the bi-monthly 
schedule? Looks like tri-monthly to me. What's 
up? 

І couldn't wait (although I'm still waiting) for #3, 
so I decided to purchase Dark Horse Presents 
#24. І found the Aliens story very interesting. It 
explains many facts regarding the alien's mysteri- 
ous nature. My compliments to Mark A. Nelson 
for making B&W art so remarkably "colorful." 

7) One question from DHP #24: During and after 


(continued on next page) 


all of the struggles and battles the aliens went 

through, I don't recall seeing a single drop of the 
acid which is their blood. Why not? 

Jeff Valenzuela 

(address withheld by request) 


Okay, Jeff, taking your questions in order: 

1) Sure, we've considered it, but Nelson creates 
such beautiful scenes with just the aliens, we 
decided we didn't want him to redraw a panel from 
the story 

2) Everyone wants to know about Ripley and 
why she isn't present in the story, don't they? Well, 
troops, all I can tell you is to sit on your hands and 
try to relax—all will be revealed in the fullness of 
time 

3) No. The bit about the future state of television 
has nothing to do with the story (unless, of course, 
you count any of the events surrounding the 
not-so-Right Reverend Salvaje as part of the story). 

4) Likowski Newt's father? That 15 a wild guess! 
No, he's not related to Newt in anyway. However, 
as stated (albeit obliquely) in issue #2, Likowski is 
the pilot of the derelict cargo ship, Junket, that the 
Coast Guard blew up back in issue #1. It was 
indicated in #1 that the pilot's pod was missing 
from the ship. Unluckily for Likowski, the Biona- 
tional boys picked him (and his unwanted 
passenger) up and "saved" him before he could 
expire in the vacuum of space. All clear now? 

5) Oh, him. He's just another member of Hicks’ 
new squad, and the panel in question was his 
introduction. Around Dark Horse he's affectionately 
known as "the new recruit on Blake's right 
shoulder.” 

6) Take my advice, Jeff—just forget about any 
schedule. Great work can't be hurried (much). 
However, you should notice considerably less time 
between future issues. 

7) No aliens blood in DHP #24? Why и was all 
over the place (check out pages 4 and 5, fer 
instance!). However, if you're asking why there was 
no close-up panel depicting the effects of the aliens’ 
blood on various substances, there's a simple 
explanation: such a scene wasn't part of that story. 


Well, if you think things look bad for Hicks and 
company this issue, just wait! Next issue they land 
on the surface of the aliens” homeworld! Mean- 
while, back on Earth, Salvaje and his followers 
await the "redemption" they believe their "com- 
титоп" with the aliens will bring! 

—Randy 
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